THE   EXPANSION   OF   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
fact that such pilgrims, since they could not traverse the valley
of the Danube, which was occupied by the Avars, and then by the
Hungarians, must have crossed the sea. But we find, whenever it is
possible to 'trace the itineraries followed, that the pious travellers
embarked in the ports of Byzantine Italy. Saint Willibald, the
future Bishop of EichstSdt, embarked in 726 at Gaeta, after crossing
the Alps. Madalveus, Bishop of Verdun, going to Jerusalem about
776, embarked upon a ship sailing from Apulia to Constantinople.1
The letters of Saint Boniface tell us that the Anglo-Saxons
travelled to Rome overland instead of by way of Marseilles, which
necessitated the crossing of the Alps. And in the pth century the
monk Bernard, proceeding to Alexandria, sailed from Tarento.2
Not only is it impossible to find a single text which mentions
the continued presence of Syrian or Oriental merchants, but we
shall discover that from the 8th century onwards all the products
which they used to import were no longer to be found in Gaul;
and this argument is unanswerable.3
Papyrus was the first to disappear. All the works written in the
West on papyrus of which we have knowledge are of die 6th or
1	There was still a certain amount of navigation in the 8th century. For
example, the Popes often sent their ambassadors to Pippin marine itinere on
account of the Lombards. But the very fact that this is specially mentioned
shows that it was exceptional. Similarly, the ambassadors sent by the Caliphs
to Pippin and Charles came by way of Marseilles, Porto, Venice and Pisa.
2	buchner, op. dt.t p. 49, gives other examples, which show that there was
no longer navigation between Marseilles and Rome. kleinclausz is mistaken
in declaring that the legates sent by Charlemagne to Byzantium embarked
at Marseilles.
3	I admit that this does not hold good if the Cappi mentioned in 877 by
the capitulary of Kiersy (m.g.h. caht., vol. II, p. 361, §31) were, as is sup-
posed by m. thompson, Economic and Social History of the Middle Ages, 1928,
p. 269, Syrian merchants. But if we are to accept this we must assume with
him that Cappi is merely the Latinized form of the Greek /cdTT^Aog, which
becomes Kaptta in Syrian, meaning a merchant.
But apart from the fact that this is a linguistic impossibility, it should be
noted that the expression Cappi is applied only to the Jews. And lastly, this
famous apax legomenon is undoubtedly due to a mistaken reading on the part
of Sirmond, who, in 1623, edited this text from a manuscript which has since
disappeared.
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